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UNITED STATES

PATENT QOFFICE.

JOHN H. CROWELL, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.

TOOTH-PICK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 237,093, dated February 1, 1881,
' Application filed February 25, 1880.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN H. CROWELL, of
Providence, Rhode Island, have invented a
new and useful Tooth-Pick, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
tooth-picks in which the pick, composed of
quill, whalebone, or other elastic material, held
by a holder, slides within a case; and the ob-
jeets of my improvements are, first, to provide
a holder that will hold a small pick practically
secure and stiff; and, second, by having the
picks small, to provide within a convenient
tooth-pick case areceptaclefor them. - T attain
these objects by the mechanism and construc-
tion illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
in which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of the en-
tire tooth-pick; Fig. 2, a vertical section of
the holderjaws on the line j &, Fig. 1; and
Fig. 3, a face view of the pick.

The figures are drawn fo an enlarged scale
of twice the natural size.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several views.

A represents the tooth-pick case, one end
of which is covered with the cap D. The
other end is left open for the purpose of al-
lowing the holder B, with its pick T, to be
thrust out and withdrawn for use and pro-
tection. The holder B, whichis moved in the

" case A by means of the ring F and connect-
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ing-pin E, guided by the slot d, is provided
with adjustable jaws S 8/, which are made re-
spectively concave and convex on their inner
surfaces, (see Fig. 2,) and which are also made
tapering at their outer ends, so that they will
coincide with and be actuated by the incline
or tapering end of the movable screw-sleeve
C, which screws onto the holder at X. These
jaws, when griped upon the inserted piek T
by the screwing on of the sleeve C, not only
bold the pick securely, but at the same time
their respective concave and convex inner
surfaces cause the pick to have or retain a
curved face,so that it is made practically stiff.

In the end of the case A opposite to that
‘part which contains the holder B is con-

structed the pick-receptacle G, which has a
fixed partition, ¢, for its bottom and screw-
cap D for its top or cover, and which has for
its sides that portion of the case between the
partition and the cap.

The pick T, to be made to coincide with the
objects of my improvements, is constructed
with curved sides, as represented in Fig. 3,
so that the pick not only can be made small,
but, because of its curved sides, will have its
greatest width and strength at its longitudi-
nal center, where it is held securely and prac-
tically stiff (when in use) by the jaws of the
holder.

I am aware that prior to my invention tooth-
picks have been made with picks and pick-
holders sliding within a case. I therefore do
not elaim such a combination, broadly; but

‘What Ido claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a tooth-pick, the combination, with a
case, of a longitudinally-movable pick-holder
located therein, and composed of spring-jaws
and threaded clamping-sleeve for closing said
Jjaws, whereby the pick is securely held against
accidental detachment and can be projected
for use and housed for preservation, substan-
tially as set forth,

2. In atooth-pick holder, the jaws S S/, hav-
ing respectively concave and convex inner
surfaces, substantially as shown, for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. As an improved article of maunufacture,
a tooth-pick composed of a case, a longitudi-
nally-movable pick-holder located therein,and
composed of spring-jaws and a threaded
clamping-sleeve for securely holding the pick
against accidental detachment, and a recepta-
cle, G, for containing a number of picks, sub-
stantially as desecribed and shown.

4. The pick T, formed with regular curved
convex edges from end to end, having its great-
est width at its longitudinal center, substan-

tially as shown.
JOHN H. CROWELL.
‘Witnesses:
GEo. B. ARNoLD,
ALLEN HAWKES,.
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